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  From the Grand Knight 
 

 

     We have just completed our first two Lenten Fish Fries for the parish.     
Our second Fish Fry on March 5th was a huge success with just under 300 

people attending.  Everyone loved the food and the event overall. Congratulations John, the 
cooks, servers and set up/clean-up crews. 
 

   Our Council hosted a 3rd Degree Exemplification here in the St. Francis Family Center, on 
Saturday, March 6.  We had 42 candidates take their degree - 11 from our Council. Thanks to 
all who helped us set up and support the exemplification. The State Deputy was here and was 
very complimentary of our professionalism in hosting the degree. Congratulations to our new 
3rd Degree members. 
 

   Our St. Patrick/St. Joseph Dinner Dance, on Saturday, March 13 was a huge success.  We 
had some 260 people attend this signature event. The Irish/Italian dinner was catered by Bill 
and Ellie, with DJ Peter Rice providing the music. Thanks to Monica Jenks for her beautiful 
Irish violin music, Danny Parker for his rendition of “Danny Boy”, and even the Knight Hawks 
for a little Irish/Italian sing along.  Congratulations to our leader, Council Chairman Nick Sharr, 
and his worthy assistant John Holstein for our biggest St Pat/St Joe event ever. 
 

   DGK John Scanlan talks about our annual Tootsie Roll Drive for Operation Hope. This is 
coming up on Friday, April 16-18. Please support us in our most important fund raising for Op 
Hope and PEP. It’s fun and rewarding work. 
 

  Finally, a special thanks to Recruiting Chairman Ron Smetek for his good work on the mem-
bership blitz this past weekend--I think we’ll gain some new members thanks to his and his 
recruiting team’s efforts. And speaking of new members, I again appeal to all of you to help us 
recruit more new members. You all know people who should join us and support the good vol-
unteer work we do for church, community, family and our brothers. Please, please help us 
grow and achieve our 12th consecutive Star Council award!   

 
    

Vivat Jesus!Vivat Jesus!Vivat Jesus!Vivat Jesus!    
Brad Simpson, GKBrad Simpson, GKBrad Simpson, GKBrad Simpson, GK 

11 

Consecutive 

STAR 

Awards! 

Monday April 5th, 7:00 PM 
1st Degree and 
Business Meeting 
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 BROTHERS IN DISTRESS  
Ongoing 

♦  Dani Haines, wife of Howard 
♦ Mother of Kent Amalla  
♦ Bill Cantesano 
♦ Holly Ann, daughter of Bob Allen 
♦ Mary Myers, sister of Frank Concino 
♦ Frank Concino 
♦ Bill Mottel 
♦ Bill Dunham 
♦ Ronnie Ficco, wife of IPSD Bob Ficco 
♦ Brendan Kelly 
♦ Christina, sister of our seminarian, Javier Heredia 
♦ Bob Herberger  
♦ Mary Jean Herberger, wife of Bob 
♦ Kathleen Rail Welch, daughter of Mike Rail 
♦ Adie Russo, widow of Dick Russo 
♦ Barbara Sylvestre, wife of Emil 
♦ Joe Crepeau, brother-in-law of Pat Falciglia 
♦ Edward Hoffman, brother-in-law of Dave McMullen 
♦ John Reda 
♦ Ray Hock 
♦ Barbara Reilly, widow of Tom 

New 

♦ Patricia Lombard, sister-in-law of Bob Doyle 
♦ Joe Rubino 
♦ Miles, 2 year old grandson of Bill Mullane  
♦ Mary Jane Carpenter, wife of Graham  
♦ Dennis Petragnani, stepson of Hal Wieland 

Recuperating 

♦ Emil Sagan 
♦ Ron Winarchick 
♦ Gerry Grubb 
♦ Dee Mika, wife of FDD Mike 
♦ Bill Cotter 
♦ Joann Bellas, wife of George 

Recuperated 

♦ Mario Grande 
♦ Diane Holsenbeck, sister-in-law of Bill Weyeneth 

Repose of the Soul 

♦ Dominic Favata 

Program Director  
    John Scanlon 

Church 
    George Bellas 

Family 
    Dennis Lauzon  

Council  
    Nick Sharr 

Community 
    Art Tonkinson 

Youth  
    Stan Sadowski 

Membership  
    Ron Smetek 

       Retention  
    Lou Mahoney 

Admissions  
    Carl Fenstermaker 

Music  
    Kirby Sullivan 

PR/Communications  
    Jack Wilfore 

Webmaster 
    Bill Cotter/Jack Wilfore 

Newsletter Editor  
    John Reda 

Committee Chairmen 

FEBRUARY Family of the MonthFEBRUARY Family of the MonthFEBRUARY Family of the MonthFEBRUARY Family of the Month    
 

 Tom & Nina McCunniff 

 Peter Ungaro 
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SISTER MARY ANN'S GASOLINE 
 

    Sister Mary Ann, who worked for a 
home health agency, was out making 
her rounds visiting homebound pa-
tients when she ran out of gas. As luck 
would have it, a Texaco Gasoline sta-
tion was just a block away. 

    She walked to the station to borrow 
a gas can and buy some gas. The at-
tendant told her that the only gas can 
he owned had been loaned out, but 
she could wait until it was returned. 
Since Sister Mary Ann was on the way 
to see a patient, she decided not to 
wait and walked back to her car. 

She looked for something in her car that she could fill with 
gas and spotted the bedpan she was taking to the patient. Al-
ways resourceful, Sister Mary Ann carried the bedpan to the sta-
tion, filled it with gasoline, and carried the full bedpan back to 
her car. 

As she was pouring the gas into her tank, two Baptists 
watched from across the street.  One of them turned to the 
other and said, 'If that thing starts, I'm turning Catholic!'  

From Our Deputy 
Grand Knight  John Scanlan 

 

With Easter barely behind us, it’s already time for 
me - as the Deputy Grand Knight and campaign chair-
man - to set my sights upon our annual Tootsie Roll 
campaign for Operation Hope.  With you being a 
Catholic gentleman, you should be looking ahead to 
our council’s efforts too. 

Let me tell you why Operation Hope holds a spe-
cial place in my heart.  I had both an Aunt and an 
Uncle who were mentally challenged.  They were one 
of Mom’s older brothers and sisters in a family of 
twelve kids.  I never met Aunt Patty, because she was 
put away in a home long before I was born.  I guess 
that’s what families did back then.  And I barely re-
member Uncle Bill.  Like his sister, he was put away in 
a home too, but evidently, his condition wasn’t as bad 
as Aunt Patty.  Thus, he was allowed to leave the 
home for a day if a family member arranged the 
transportation.  I can remember my Mom and Dad 
picking up Uncle Bill in our station wagon and bring-
ing him to family Christmas parties and summer reun-
ions. 

My Mom used to tell me stories about Uncle Bill.  
Apparently, Uncle Bill loved his soda pop.  He would 
walk all the way to the corner gas station in tiny Ham-
burg, Ohio, just to buy a bottle.  Once there, he 
would plop his nickel down upon the counter and say 
“Pa fi me.  Pa fi me.” (Pop for me) 

Have you ever heard the phrase “If not but for 
the Grace of God, there go I?”  I honestly believe that 
saying more than sooooo many other religious 
quotes.  If not but for the grace of God, Uncle Bill 
could’ve been me.  Mom could be telling stories about 
her oldest son walking all the way to the IGA in 
Stoutsville, Ohio, plopping fifty cents down upon the 
counter, and saying “Din Don fi me.  Din Don fi me.”  
(As a kid, I loved Hostess Ding Dongs.) 

Thus, won’t you please help me in April’s Tootsie 
Roll campaign for Operation Hope?  If not with a con-
tribution, then please help by volunteering to stand in 
front of one of our local business establishments and 
solicit donations.  You can certainly tee off an hour 
later one day, or schedule a later Doctor’s appoint-
ment.  If not but for the grace of God, there go you 
too. 

Council Social Night 
 

    On Monday, March 
15th, our council held 
its Social Meeting eve-
ning. After we ate 
pizza, the center of 
everyone’s attention 
was on Deputy Grand 
Knight John Scanlan’s 
presentation of his 
cross country trip last 
year. To celebrate his 

50th birthday, John drove US Route 50 from coast to coast. 

John regaled us with a slide presentation of photos he took 
on the trip and accompanying stories along with a good dose of 
humor. 

Those of us who attended 
John’s presentation learned 
about couch-serfing, the where-
abouts of the Honeymoon Gun 
Shop, sleeping with the ponies 
on Assateague Island, making 
sure you bring coins with you 
when going into a coin operated 
shower and other interesting 
travel hints. 

John, thanks for a great eve-
ning. 

“No government ever voluntarily reduces 
itself in size. Government programs, once 
launched, never disappear. Actually, a govern-
ment bureau is the nearest thing to eternal life 
we'll ever see on this earth! “ 

Ronald Reagan 
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ADORATION HOUR 
 

     Prayer and meditation 
before our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament are 
great ways to spend some 
special time with Him. You 
can ask Him for graces for 
yourself or for loved ones, 
reflect on His Word, or just 
keep Him company!  
 
 
 

If you don’t currently participate in the Adoration Devo-
tion, please give it your consideration and contact 
Brother George Bellas for a time assignment. 

 

 

 

Chalice for 

Vocations 

Schedule 

Pray the Rosary Every Day 
 

The word Rosary means "Crown of 
Roses". Our Lady has revealed to several peo-
ple that each time they say a Hail Mary they 
are giving her a beautiful rose and that each 
complete Rosary makes her a crown of roses. 

 

The rose is the queen of flowers, and so 
the Rosary is the rose of all devotions and it is 
therefore the most important one. 

 

The Holy Rosary is considered a perfect 
prayer because within it lies the awesome 
story of our salvation. With the Rosary in fact 
we meditate the mysteries of joy, of sorrow 
and the glory of Jesus and Mary.  

 

It's a simple prayer, humble so much like Mary. It's a prayer 
we can all say together with Her, the Mother of God. With the Hail 
Mary we invite Her to pray for us. Our Lady always grants our re-
quest. She joins Her prayer to ours. Therefore it becomes ever 
more useful, because what Mary asks She always receives, Jesus 
can never say no to whatever His Mother asks for. 

Devine Mercy Sunday - April 11th  
Second Sunday of Easter 

 
Remember these words of Jesus as recorded by Sister Faustina in 
her diary…. 
 
“ I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter 
for all souls, and especially poor sinners. On that day the 
very depths of My tender mercy are open.  The soul that 
will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall 
obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment."  
 

"Souls perish in spite of My bitter Passion.  I am giving 
them the last hope of salvation; that is, the Feast of My 
Mercy.  If they will not adore My mercy, they will perish 
for all eternity...tell souls about this great mercy of Mine, 
because the awful day, the day of My justice, is near.” 
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St Patrick’s Dinner Dance 
 

On March 13th our Council held our Annual St. Pat’s Dinner Dance. The event was well at-
tended. The food, music, and dancing made for a very enjoyable evening.  
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Operation Hope Annual 

Tootsie Roll Campaign 

 
 

Weekend of April 16—18 
 

Please sign up for 2 hours to 
help the intellectually disabled. 

Knights of Columbus 
Communion 
Breakfast 

 
On Sunday, February 28th, our 

council held its Annual Communion 

Breakfast. The event was well 

attended… breakfast by caterer 

Ellie Bolin was outstanding. Our 

guests of honor were the sisters 

from the St Francis School. They 

entertained us with interesting 

stories and took questions from 

the audience all of which made 

for an entertaining and enjoyable 

morning. 

The Minister and the 
Substitute Organist 
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Knights of Columbus Wins Pledge of 
Allegiance Case in Federal Appeals Court 

 
(SAN FRANCISCO, CA,    March 15) -

- The Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled today that the words "one nation 
under God" in the Pledge of Allegiance 
"do not violate the Establishment Clause" 
of the First Amendment to the Constitu-
tion. 

The Knights of Columbus led the 
campaign to add the words "under God" 
to the Pledge in the early 1950s, and the 
trial court agreed to allow the Knights of 
Columbus to join the present case as defendants when it was originally filed 
in 2005. 

"This decision is a victory for common sense," Supreme Knight Carl A. 
Anderson said.  "It is also a welcome reversal of the Ninth Circuit's 2002 de-
cision in a similar case that was ultimately thrown out by the Supreme Court 
on technical grounds.  Today, the Court got it absolutely right: recitation of 
the Pledge is a patriotic exercise, not a religious prayer.  Best of all, the 
Court said that the words 'under God' add a 'note of importance which a 
Pledge to our Nation ought to have and which in our culture ceremonial ref-
erences to God arouse.'  Every reasonable person knows that, and today's 
decision is a breath of fresh air from a court system that has too often 
seemed to be almost allergic to public references to God.  This is a very good 
day for America," Anderson concluded. 

In today's ruling, the Court noted that, "Among the 'self-evident truths' 
the Framers believed was the concept that all people are entitled to certain 
inalienable rights given to them by the 'Laws of Nature and Nature's God' 
and that the purpose of government should be to "secure those rights.'"  
Such beliefs provide the context in which the words of the Pledge must be 
understood, the Court said. 

The Knights of Columbus and several individual Knights and their families 
were defendant-intervenors in the case, and the court's 2-1 decision incorpo-
rates many of the arguments presented to the Court by The Becket Fund for 
Religious Liberty, a public interest law firm that represented the Knights in 
the case.  Oral arguments before the Ninth Circuit panel had been heard in 
December 2007.  Other defendants in the case included the United States 
government and a Sacramento-area school district  

Pelosi Lies About 
Catholic Support 
 

March 19, 2010  -  Catholic League president Bill 
Donohue comments on remarks made by House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi today: 
 

Last year, when Nancy Pelosi went to see 
the pope, she was denied the opportunity to 
exploit him: photographers were not invited into 
the room for the typical photo session. Instead, 
Pope Benedict XVI reminded her of the duties 
expected of public Catholics. But her determina-
tion to play the Catholic card - oh, so selectively 
- rebounded again when she informed the me-
dia that today is the feast of St. Joseph, a spe-
cial day of prayer for workers, and especially 
Italians. She apparently stopped short of bless-
ing herself, though she didn't stop short of in-
voking St. Joseph's name in support of the 
health care bill. Separation of church and state 
fanatics who suffered apoplexy whenever 
George W. Bush dropped the Lord's name are 
not expected to take to the streets.  

Then Pelosi lied. She said she is grateful for 
the support of 60 orders of nuns, not mention-
ing that the letter she received had a whopping 
total of 55 signatories. Worse, she had the gall 
to say that this represents "every order you can 
think of." Wrong. In fact, there are 793 religious 
communities, which means she heard from 
seven-and-a-half percent of them. Moreover, 
since there are approximately 65,000 nuns in 
the U.S., that means she was contacted by 
.0008 percent of them.  

In other words, not only are the bishops 
formally opposed to the bill she champions, it's a 
lie to maintain that the nuns are on her side. 
Shameless is too kind a word to use to describe 
what Pelosi did today. 
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The leadership of both the House of 
Representatives and the Senate have 
seemed determined in recent months to 
make coverage of the taking of a life in 
abortion the sine qua non for health care 
reform. 

A core group of pro-life Democrats, 
led by Representative Bart Stupak of 
Michigan -- a member of the Knights of 
Columbus -- has stood on principle and 
joined with the Republican minority in 
opposing the bill for its inclusion of abor-
tion, and that coalition may well prove 
able to stop the abortion-laden health bill. 

But why have Congressional leaders 
been willing to risk the entire legislation 
for the sake of abortion? 

Many have seen this focus on cover-
ing abortion as interest group politics at 
its worst: Politicians playing to a small 
base in the face of massive majority op-
position to abortion and health care fund-
ing of abortion by the American people. 
That may be true. 

But speaking to National Review 
Online last week, Representative Stupak 
revealed another, even more alarming 
reason: There is a belief among some in 
favor of the health bill that aborting chil-
dren now will save money in terms of 
long-term health costs later. 

What he's hearing from some party 
members, Stupak told National Review 
Online is that "if you pass the Stupak 
Amendment, more children will be born, 
and therefore it will cost us millions 
more." 

"That's one of the arguments I've 
been hearing," He added. "Money is their 
hang-up. Is this how we now value life in 
America? If money is the issue -- come 
on, we can find room in the budget. This 
is life we're talking about." 

Abortion is no longer being spoken of 
just in terms of rights; it's now become 
for some of America's leaders a matter of 
cost. A child aborted today, won't need 
surgery or long term care tomorrow. 

 
 

Calculating the cost 

Pope John Paul II warned us that 
such calculations were what created a 
"culture of death." He wrote in 
"Evangelium Vitae": "This culture [of 
death] is actively fostered by powerful 
cultural, economic and political currents 
which encourage an idea of society ex-
cessively concerned with efficiency. Look-
ing at the situation from this point of 
view, it is possible to speak in a certain 
sense of a war of the powerful against 
the weak: a life which would require 
greater acceptance, love and care is con-
sidered useless, or held to be an intoler-
able burden, and is therefore rejected in 
one way or another. A person who, be-
cause of illness, handicap or, more sim-
ply, just by existing, compromises the 
well-being or life-style of those who are 
more favored tends to be looked upon as 
an enemy to be resisted or eliminated. In 
this way a kind of 'conspiracy against life' 
is unleashed" (No. 12). 

To create such a culture of death is 
bad enough, but to do so with the goal of 
economic growth is equally illusory. 

Ironically, those who would dispose 
of the weak today to save money on 
health care tomorrow would actually cre-
ate a society in which true economic 
growth is unsustainable -- a system both 
morally and monetarily bankrupt. 

The proof that abortion and a mind-
set that precludes life are not only bad 
moral policy, but bad fiscal policy as well 
is all around us. As we face a severe re-
cession, it's clear that declining birth rates 
have not created sustained -- or sustain-
able -- growth. 

 

Trade offs 

Far from being a fiscal solution, abor-
tion -- along with the entire contraceptive 
mentality -- has proven to be a Faustian 
bargain. Human life today is traded for a 
better future tomorrow, a future made 
even more tenuous by the loss of those 
lives necessary to sustain society's future 
growth. 

And other cautionary tales of the un-

intended consequences sown by such 
policies are becoming increasingly obvi-
ous. The March 4 issue of the Economist 
features a cover story on "gendercide," 
the increasing trend of societies with too 
few women -- as girls are selectively 
aborted. China is the largest case, but 
countries from Armenia to Belarus to Ser-
bia to Singapore have increasing gender-
skewed birthrates. 

So does in India. In advertisements 
there, chillingly reminiscent of the health 
care debate in the United States, the 
Economist article points out that doctors 
have advertised ultrasounds to determine 
a child's sex as follows: "'Pay 5,000 ru-
pees ($110) today and save 50,000 ru-
pees ($1,100) tomorrow' (the saving was 
on the cost of a daughter's dowry)." 

The article points out that parents 
who shied away from infanticide of baby 
girls, embraced aborting them by the mil-
lions. Society after society has bought 
into the idea of taking a life today for 
some perceived benefit tomorrow. 

With such dire consequences world-
wide, the leadership in Congress should 
take notice. 

A health care system, willing to sacri-
fice tomorrow's children for today's finan-
cial gain, a system more concerned about 
costs than people can hardly be called 
health "care." 

Americans, born and unborn, deserve 
better than to be seen in terms of their 
cost. The American people deserve a 
health care system that truly supports 
health, that upholds the dignity of all -- a 
system that leads to the protection -- 
rather than the depletion of --- America's 
most important resource, its people. That 
is the fundamental reason why so many 
Americans supported the idea of health 
care reform in the first place. As Wash-
ington draws closer to enacting a new 
law, it should keep faith with that prom-
ise. 

Any proposal that offers less isn't 
worth the cost in terms of human life -- 
and promises a tomorrow more troubled 
than today. 

PUTTING THE "CARE" BACK IN HEALTH CARE 
Why Abortion Is Central to the Debate 
By Carl Anderson,  NEW HAVEN, Connecticut, MARCH 15, 2010 (Zenit.org) 

 

      For months debate has raged in the United States over the proposed health care overhaul. Sev-
eral contentious issues have emerged including the proposal's cost, the level of government control 
it would create, and most notably, coverage of abortion. 
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K of C Council 10668 90 Day Look Ahead 

 

Happy 

Easter 


