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  Vivat Jesus!�
�
Worthy Brothers, 

 

Let me begin by thanking those Brothers who participated in the all night vigil on the occa-

sion of the parish celebration of the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Fifteen members of the Council 

were present for our one hour segment of the vigil. 
 

The 7:30 Mass on Wednesday, August 20 will be our Chaplain’s last mass at St. Francis prior to his move to Cheraw.  

Let us all be there for him and wish him well on his new assignment. 
 

In case you haven’t noticed, it is that time of year again: Are you ready for some football!  August 27 is draft night 

for the Council’s fantasy football league.  Commissioner Lee Sturm has promised another exciting season.  If you have 

not registered a team, check with Lee to see if there are any openings. 
 

Our annual cookout at the Port Royal Home will take place on Wednesday, September 17.  Please reserve the date 

and Art Tonkinson will give us more details at the next business meeting on TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2.  (Monday is 

Labor Day.) 
 

You should have received the e-mail from Oktoberfest Meister, Lee Sturm with all the delicious details of the Okto-

berfest to be held at the Dolphin Head Recreation Area in Hilton Head Plantation.  Attendance will be limited in accor-

dance with the plantation’s covenants.  Please get your tickets soon and don’t be left out. 
�
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Brothers, 

Head up -  We have a spectacular party coming your 
way in Sept. 

On Saturday Sept 20th, 4 PM to 8 PM we are hav-
ing our third  Oktoberfest picnic and its going to be terri-
fic.   It will be held at the beautiful Dolphin Head Recrea-
tion area inside Hilton Head Plantation.   This social will 
be a Council mixer for our newest members and older 
members as well as several of our special friends from 
St Francis by the Sea.   The food will be a great, com-
bined with silly games and appropriate music.  

 Here’s our gourmet MENU: 

¤ Council will provide and prepare brats, sweet ital-
ians, burgers, kraut, peppers, breads, brown mus-
tard, all the trimmings and condiments. 

¤ Council will provide all drinks.  Draft beer, wine, 
soda, water, ice, etc. 

¤ Council will provide all paper and plastic ware.   
Council will provide all condiments. 

¤ All Members attending are asked to bring a covered 
dish.   Green Salad, potato salad, pasta salad or 
dessert. 

You can purchase tickets ($9.00 adult or $4.50 un-
der 12) from John Grindstaff at our Business Meeting on 
Tuesday Sept 2nd or by phone at 342-5575. 

 Please RSVP me at ljsturm@roadrunner.com be-
cause we will need to inform HHP Security if you are 
coming so they will provide you with a guest pass. 

I hope this date works for your schedule and you 
will be able to join us for this exceptional event to kick 
off our fraternal year.   Looking forward to seeing all of 
you on Sept 20th. 

Lee Sturm, PGK Event Chairman 

)��*%/�0�,1,����
By Brad Simpson 

�

As the fall season begins, our Council has three important 
events coming up, including our Port Royal picnic on 
Wednesday, September 17, the Oktoberfest party on Satur-
day, September 20, and our big Shrimp Boil on Sunday, Octo-
ber 12. 

We provide the Port Royal picnic for the “Beaufort County 
Disability and Special Needs” organization, (similar to PEP 
here at Hilton Head).  Our group of volunteers will depart St. 
Francis at 11:00 AM on 9/17 to prepare the 1:30 PM picnic at 
Port Royal.  We need 15 volunteers to make this special 
event a success, so please let us know if you can join in a 
rewarding afternoon.  Contact Art Tonkinson at 681-8117, e-
mail:  atonk@roadrunner.com. 

The Oktoberfest party has been an exciting fraternal 
event the last two years and promises to be great fun for all, 
beginning at 4:00 PM on 9/20, at Dolphin Head Park, Hilton 
Head Plantation.  This is a great opportunity for all Council 
members and their families to socialize and for new members 
and their wives to meet and have fun with long time members 
and their wives.  We guarantee excellent food, drink, games 
and fun, so come on out.  Tickets for the event are only $9.00 
per adult, $4.50 for kids under 12. 

The Shrimp Boil is probably our biggest event of the year.  
We expect well over 350 people to join us between 1:00 and 
5:00 PM, on 10/12 in the school courtyard and family center.  
We put on a great boil of fresh, succulent shrimp with sau-
sage, corn, and all the fixins.  We need many volunteers to 
help us sell tickets, set up, cook, serve and clean up.  We 
also will have a raffle for a “wheelbarrow of cheer”.  We’d ask 
you for donations of cheer (wine and liquor) to bring to our 
next business meeting on 9/2. 
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By Peter J. Smith 
 

QUEBEC CITY, Canada, August 7, 2008 (LifeSiteNews.com) -

 With an electrifying speech from the Supreme Knight of the 

Knights of Columbus on Tuesday, the Catholic fraternal organiza-

tion has begun mobilizing its members for one of the most ambi-

tious political operations since Roe v. Wade: liberating the Catholic 

vote from pro-abortion politicians. 

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson addressed the 126th annual con-

vention of the Knights of Columbus, the world's largest Catholic 

fraternal organization, in Quebec City and pledged the Knights to 

fight abortion promoting politicians, who buy Catholic votes with 

their stand on other issues. 

"We have heard a great deal this year about the need for change," 

said Anderson in a clear reference to the mantra of Barack Obama, 

the presumptive pro-abortion nominee of the Democratic Party. 

"But at the same time we are told that one thing cannot change - 

namely, the abortion regime of Roe vs. Wade." 

"It is time that we demand real change, and real change means 

the end of Roe vs. Wade," he said. 

In contrast to other Catholic social justice issues like poverty and 

the death penalty, Anderson asked delegates, "What political issue 

could possibly outweigh this human devastation" of nearly 50 mil-

lion abortion deaths in the US since 1973? 

"The answer, of course, is that there is none," Anderson said. 

He added, "Abortion is different. Abortion is the killing of the 

innocent on a massive scale." 

"It is time to put away the arguments of political spin masters 

that only serve to justify abortion killing." 

Anderson then committed the Knights to "end the political ma-

nipulation of Catholic voters by abortion advocates," whom he ac-

cused of entangling "Catholic people with abortion killing." 

"It is time to stop creating excuses for pro-abortion candidates. 

Catholics should no longer be asked to be partners in the abortion 

regime by voting for politicians who support abortion." 

"We will never succeed 

in building a culture of life 

if we continue to vote for 

politicians who defend and 

support a culture of death," 

said Anderson to thunder-

ous applause from the as-

sembly. "It is time that 

Catholics shine a bright 

line of separation between 

themselves and all those 

politicians of every politi-

cal party who defend the 

abortion regime of Roe vs. Wade." 

The Knights of Columbus speech comes at a critical time in this 

election year, especially with Democratic House Speaker Nancy 

Pelosi once again justifying her advocacy of abortion and same-sex 

"marriage" while publicly describing herself as a "faithful Catho-

lic," despite the jarring juxtaposition. 

In 2006, Pelosi and other pro-abortion leaders of the Democratic 

Party regained power in Congress by running a handful of pro-life 

Democrats and wooing back Catholic voters who supported George 

Bush on abortion and other social issues in 2004. However, Ander-

son says that this election cycle the Knights are determined to send 

both Democrats and Republicans this message: the pro-life vote is a 

Catholic vote and abortion advocates need not apply. 

"Imagine if this year millions of Catholic voters simply said 'no' - 

'no' to every candidate of every political party who supports abor-

tion," he declared. "It's time we stop accommodating pro-abortion 

politicians, and it's time we start demanding that they accommodate 

us." 
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"It's time we stop accommodating pro-abortion politicians,  and it's time we start demanding 

that they accommodate us." 

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson greets Car-

dinal Marc Ouellet of Quebec Aug. 5 at the 

annual States Dinner 

Standard & Poor’s Reaffirms 

Knights of Columbus AAA rating 
August 14, 2008 

 

For the 16th consecutive year, the Knights of Columbus insur-

ance program has earned Standard & Poor’s highest rating: AAA 

(Extremely Strong). With more than 140 years experience, S&P is 

the financial industry’s foremost independent rating bureau, provid-

ing investment, credit, and risk analyses of financial institutions 

around the world. 
 

“K of C is achieving its primary objective of providing members 

and their families with high-quality, low-cost insurance products,” 

the 2008 S&P rating report said. The Knights of Columbus insur-

ance program has “a stable outlook,” and in addition, its 

“capitalization is expected to remain extremely strong, and liquidity 

is expected to remain extremely strong also.” 

The report cited the strengths of the K of C’s operational and 

financial management, calling its financial strategy “very conserva-

tive, as demonstrated by its capital structure, investment portfolio, 

and approach to business growth.”  It further claimed that “K of C’s 

capital adequacy, as measured by Standard & Poor’s capital model, 

is among the strongest in the industry.” 
 

“The company returned 87% of its earnings to its members in 

2007,” S&P added. “Its consistently strong profitability is attribut-

able to high persistency rates, favorable mortality experience, and 

strong investment returns over the past 10 years.” 
 

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson welcomed the news from 

S&P, and noted that “despite the difficulties suffered by so many 

well-known financial institutions due to the sub-prime mortgage 

crisis, we have not only remained solvent but improved our finan-

cial stability, while continuing to provide top quality products and 

service to our members.” 
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August 2nd, 2008  
By Doreen Truesdell and submitted 

by Brother Rich Rochelle 
 

A m e r i c a !  A m e r i c a ! 

God mend th ine ev’ry f law 

Confirm thy soul in self-control 

Thy liberty in law! — Katharine Lee 

Bates, America the Beautiful 

You might think of America’s national 

hymn, “America the Beautiful” as a po-

etic look at the nation’s landscapes but 

it’s actually a patriotic cry from the heart 

to live up to God’s expectations. For this 

democratic nation, which has enjoyed the 

blessings of heaven like no other in the 

history of the world, there is a divine debt 

to be paid. Yet there is little self-control 

going on in America today, and increas-

ingly laws are working against liberty. 

We may say “God Bless America,” but 

how can He? For more than 50 years 

America has been siphoning off her spiri-

tual depths. What was once a slow leak 

has become a cataract and the foul sprays 

of the cascade are drenching every aspect 

of our culture with secular humanism. 

How can God bless an America that re-

fuses His benediction? 

Historians will say the great democratic 

experiment has always existed in a ten-

sion of wills, of opposing opinions and 

interests, and that such give-and-take is 

the source of freedom’s strength. But 

Christ tells us that He is the source of our 

strength, not political or moral ideologies. 

And if there’s one Person Who has been 

banned from the “give-and-take” of na-

tional debate, it’s Christ. Catholics, like 

no other demographic group in America, 

have been shut out of the political forum. 

The men and women who made this de-

mocracy possible were people whose 

Christian faith was the source of their 

strength. Their courage and intellects 

were fed by Christian understanding. The 

founders and early patriots believed in the 

freedom of each person because they em-

braced the Christian doctrine that each is 

made in God’s image and therefore de-

serving of inalienable rights. Despite re-

visionist historians, we know this to be 

the truth through original documents and 

personal letters. 

That can no longer be said of Americans 

or their nation. We make it clear through 

our legislation, through our public educa-

tional system, through our economic pri-

orities, and through our individual life-

style choices, that our values as a society 

no longer need or desire God’s influence 

or protection. 

Above all else, we reject God’s blessings 

when we kill unborn and partially born 

babies, and protect such murders with a 

warped judicial stance. With the holo-

caust of abortion, 43 million lives since 

1973, our nation has accepted the ulti-

mate lie and has committed the most hei-

nous offense. Without reversal, America 

will have signed its own death warrant. 

Regarding America’s acceptance of abor-

tion, the late Catholic apologist 

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen said, “If we 

don’t stop the destruction of life, we’ll 

come to midnight. That is nuclear war, in 

which there will be a total disregard for 

life.” 

This may sound an ominous message but 

these are dark times and, like “America 

the Beautiful,” rallying cries need to be 

heard above the din of television, video 

games, Hollywood scandals, and political 

candidates. Strength must be given to the 

faithful as they kneel before the Blessed 

Sacrament in adoration, demonstrate in 

front of abortion mills, sacrifice and do 

penance for sins. Leadership must be 

given by the Church and Her bishops to 

those who are questioning moral certi-

tudes, who will vote in public elections 

come November, and who are raising the 

next generation of Americans. 

We need to be reminded that America is 

consecrated to the Sorrowful and Im-

maculate Heart of Mary. The U.S. bish-

ops made this so during a 2006 ceremony 

at the Basilica of the National Shrine of 

the Immaculate Conception in Washing-

ton, D.C. By definition, a consecration 

occurs in order to set aside something for 

a sacred purpose, in this case our beloved 

nation and by extension each one of us. 

Consecration gives us individually and as 

a nation the ability to pursue virtue and, 

through God’s blessings, practice holi-

ness. 

During the consecration ceremony Fran-

ciscan Friar of the Renewal Father An-

drew Apostoli discussed how we can seek 

God’s blessings for America. “We need 

the protection of Mary. We need her to 

put her mantle around our country,” he 

said. The Mother of God has always as-

sisted in the role of redemption, her faith 

set Jesus’ ministry in motion as she faith-

fully followed the path to the cross. “She 

continues to obtain graces for us, and we 

need grace to do what she last says in 

Scripture: ‘Do whatever he tells you,’” 

said Fr. Apostoli. 

There can be no justice, social or other-

wise, without Christ. All rights and pro-

tection spring from the King of Justice 

Himself. To abandon Him is to shift the 

foundation of democracy from its origins 

to the whims of men. The great democ-

ratic experiment began in the hearts of 

men through the mercy of God and it 

requires His blessings to survive. 

In a Middle Tennessee Poll of Americans 

taken in 2002, people were asked what 

the sentiment “God Bless America” 

meant to them. More than one-third said 

the phrase was primarily patriotic while 

one-fourth said it was a religious state-

ment. Nearly one in 10 said they had no 

idea what it meant. Some said it is a plea 

for God to save the American economy; 

others said it is a plea for protection from 

enemies. Only one in five respondents 

said that when a politician uses the 

phrase, it’s a statement of religious con-

viction. 

It’s clear to many Americans, including 

those who seek to lead our nation, that 

“God bless America” has become a sub-

jective — and safe — statement to make 

in public. It has escaped the fate of most 

religious-toned sentiments because it’s 

been stripped of its religiosity. We need 

to remind ourselves and others of its ob-

jective and true meaning. 

In order for God to bless America we 

must be in a relationship with Him. Re-

ceiving blessings means receiving graces 

through the Holy Spirit, and the first 

work of such grace is conversion through 

the repentance of our sins (CCC 1989). 

“Moved by grace, mankind turns toward 

God and away from sin, thus accepting 

forgiveness and righteousness from on 

high,” states the Catechism of the Catho-

lic Church. The result is an outpouring of 

God’s blessings which sanctify and renew 

the interior of each individual. 

Only then can we say in confidence, 

“God bless America” and know that He 

will. 
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